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Cantons by area 
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Cantons by population 
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4 
States vs. confederation 

All responsibilities of the state = 

responsibilities of the cantons 

 

unless 

 

defined alternatively 
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Swiss Conference of Ministers of Public Health 

(of the Cantons) 

• Plenary assembly (26 member cantons) 

• President and board (11 members) 

• Permanent commissions: 
- professional training 
- planning and funding of health care services 
- tariffs 
- highly specialised care 
- osteopathy examinations 

• Various working groups  

• Central secretariat 
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Tasks of the Swiss Conference of Ministers of PH 

• Collaboration between the cantons 

• Collaboration between cantons and national authorities 

• Collaboration with private institutions at the national level 

IAMBS; 19.10.2017 7 

Federal Council

Federal Department of the

Interior

Cantonal

Association

of Private

Hospitals

Cantonal

Medical

Association

Nursing and

domiciliary

care

Private practitioners

Private hospitals

Public

hospitals/

publicly-

subsidised

hospitals

Cantonal Governments

Cantonal Ministries of Public Health

Swiss Red Cross

Swiss Conference of the

Cantonal Ministers of Public

Health

Federal Office

of Public

Health

Cantonal

Hospital

Association

Municipalities

Swiss

Medical

Association

H+ Die Spitäler

Der Schweiz 

Association of

the Swiss Health

Insurance

Companies

Regional Association of

Social Health Insurance Funds

Social Health

Insurance Funds

Swiss 

Association of 

Private 

Hospitals

Federal Departement of 

Economic Affaires

Federal Office for 

Professional Education

and Technology

Spitex-Verband
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Responsibilities of the public authorities 

 

1. Health protection 

2. Professional education 

3. Social insurance 

4. International relations 

5. “New technologies“ 

6. “e-health-card” 

 

1. Overall responsibility 

2. Health protection 

3. Health care services 

4. Health promotion 

Swiss Confederation Cantons 
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Responsibilities of the public authorities 

 Infectious diseases 

 Control of drugs and 
medical devices 

 Food safety, utility 
objects and chemicals 

 Biological safety and 
radiation protection 

 Environmental protection 

 Workplace safety 

 Overall responsibility 

 Implementation of 
national laws 

Health protection Health protection 

Canton of Zurich 
Directorate of Health 
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Infectious disease 

notification system 

Zika-Virus 
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Physician 

Laboratory 

 

Notification 

required for 

suspected 

cases 

 
(e. g. measles, 

Ebola) 

 

Notification 

required for 

confirmed 

cases 

 
(e.g. 

tuberculosis. 

Legionnaires‘ 

disease) 

Chief 

Medical 

Officer 

 

 

 

Federal 

Office of 

Public 

Health 

 

 

Request 

Infectious disease  

notification system 

Public 

Health 

Measures 

individual 

treatment 
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Responsibilities of the public authorities 

 Regulation of training  
of health professionals 

 Recognition of 
professional diplomas 
(Swiss and foreign) 

 National registries of 
health professionals 

 Licensing  
of health professionals 
and health institutions 

 Professional supervision 
of health professionals 
and health institutions 

 Training of health 
professionals 

 

Health professionals  Health professionals 
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Responsibilities of the public authorities 

 Health insurance 

 Accident insurance + 
military insurance 

 Disability insurance 

 

 (Retirement insurance) 

 (Unemployment 
insurance) 

 Subsidies to health 
insurance premiums 

 

Social insurance Social insurance 
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Responsibilities of the public authorities 

 International 
organisations (WHO and 
others) 

 Bilateral relations with 
other countries 

 Development 
collaboration 

 Expert contacts 
(e. g. WHO Collaborating 
centres) 

 Regional collaborations 

 Academic contacts 

1. International relations    (International relations) 
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Responsibilities of the public authorities 

 Human reproduction 

 Genetic engineering 

 Tissue transplantation 

 Research on human 
beings 

 “e-health card” 

 Implementation of 
national laws 

1. New technologies 1. New technologies 
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Responsibilities of the public authorities 

 Authorisation of 
compulsory health 
insurance premiums 

 Funding  
(health insurance subsidies; 
for inhabitants of ZH in 2018:  
480 million CHF) 

 Overall responsibility 

 Rescue and emergency 
services 

 Hospitals, health clinics  

 Social psychiatric services  

 Nursing homes, home care 

 Funding  
(in-patient structures 2018: 1.5 
billion CHF, health insurance 
subsidies 2018: 380 million CHF) 

1. (Health care services)    Health care services 

Canton of Zurich 
Directorate of Health 
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Average premiums 

for compulsory  

health insurance  

2017 

(Monthly premium and 

increase since 2016 

for a single adult > 26 years, 

including accidents) 

0 600 450 350 [Swiss Francs per month] 

IAMBS/BM; 19.10.2017 19 

Responsibilities of the public authorities 

 Role of Foundation 
Health Promotion 
Switzerland 

 National NCD Strategy 
after failure of National 
Prevention Law 

 Overall responsibility 

 Including behavioural 
and environmental 
approaches 

1. (NCD Prevention) Health Promotion 
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Coordination Swiss National Health Policy 

Swiss Federal 

Department of Interior 

Affairs 

Swiss Conference of 

the Cantonal Ministers 

of Public Health 

regular meetings 

common projects 

annual seminars 


